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It’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas at Cedar Mount Academy. In lots of ways. Because, as one of our head
prefects, Ahmed, said recently, “Whether you celebrate Christmas or not, it is a time to unwind, relax and be with
family,” and we are proud to be part of the Cedar Mount Family. Family means togetherness, which we’ve seen a lot
of this term.

Charity is something close to our heart, and I am proud to see that the school raised £148 for Mustard Tree, a
homeless service in Manchester and through our Children in Need activities over £1,000 was raised selling cakes,
Pudsey ears, lanyards etc. With additional sales over the next few days the school raised £1270 for good causes.
In the newsletter you’ll be able to read about the many activities and events that have taken place over the term.
Still, I’d like to bring to your attention the important work we’ve been doing on anti-discrimination. As well as
having a dedicated area on our website to highlight the work we have been doing, we have been working with staff,
students and parents to understand the challenges faced by our students, both in school and more generally, and
to do our best to tackle them. Anti-discrimination is something we take incredibly seriously and I urge you to
speak to your child to understand what we have been doing.

Finally, I ask everyone to have a peaceful and restful holiday period. Year 11 return to mock exams and I know that
they will make the most of this opportunity to demonstrate their learning. Hard work is a key value at Cedar
Mount because hard work sets people up for a future of success. As WH Auden wrote:

Time will say nothing but I told you so,
Time only knows the price we have to pay;
If I could tell you I would let you know.

In other words, before we know it, your child will be at the end of their school career, and they need to look back
on their hard work so they can revel in their successes. Hard work now will pay off for many years to come.

Mr Hodgson
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 THE ACADEMY WILL REOPEN ON TUESDAY 4TH JANUARY 2022

Message from Mr Hodgson



Cedar Mount students were thrilled to meet Taekwondo Silver medallist
Mahama Cho when he visited Cedar Mount in November. Arriving with a
TV crew and reporters, Mahama’s visit exceeded all of our expectations.
He was warm, friendly and it was an honour to hear his story first-hand of
how he emigrated from the Ivory Coast and settled in the UK as an
8 year-old boy in London. 
During a Q & A session with students, he discussed how as a child, he was
subjected to racism and struggled with his confidence & self-esteem,
which is why he is passionate about good mental health in young people.
No questions were off-limits, and Mahama was keen to share his training
regime and talk about the discipline and dedication it takes to perform
at the highest level and how this feeds into Cedar Mount’s values of hard
work, respect and aspiration!
Mahama was keen to meet our Student Leaders and sat in their weekly
meeting. He discussed in more detail the setbacks he’d faced and the
importance of believing in yourself, never giving up and aspiring to be
the best you can be. Finally, Mahama put students through their paces
and became PE teacher for the afternoon. It was an enjoyable and
educational experience working with TV crews, having cameras in school
for the day, and watching students and staff interviewed by Granada
Reports. Please click on the links to watch the full interview which aired
last week and see our students and Miss Bennett in action!
https://bit.ly/3l3RVuu & https://bit.ly/3xhqtOW
As a parting gift, Miss Bennett presented Mahama with a SCHOLAR
BADGE – imagine our surprise when we saw this posted on his Twitter
account “I was given the scholar badge as the school massively believe in
leadership and setting a good example. An honour to obtain this badge!”

 History

It has been a positive term in History with lots of new and
exciting topics being studied. In Year 7, as part of our
‘Meanwhile, Elsewhere’ series of lessons, students have
looked at archaeological findings in Mapungubwe, South
Africa and been able to compare that with what was
happening in Britain during the 11th Century. Years 8 and 9
have been more focused on the 20th Century this term,
looking at the World Wars as well as the Cold War and
considering the defining moments that have shaped our
future.    
At KS4, it has been exciting to see the introduction of the
new GCSE unit – ‘Migration, Empires and the People’. This
was in response to student feedback last year on the
direction they had wanted to see their studies take, as well
as research by Miss Colman for her masters.   
It was also great to see some of our students take place in
the PTI conferences, where they were part of a panel feeding
back on the History, Maths and MFL curriculums. They were
articulate and knowledgeable and gave the teachers lots to
reflect on! 
The next term should be very exciting with Cedar Mount
welcoming an Ancient Egyptian Shabti (which is over 3000
years old!), which will be exhibited for the rest of the
academic year. A Shabti is a figurine in the form of a
mummy, and they were placed in an ancient Egyptian tomb
to do any work that the dead person might be called upon to
do in the afterlife.  Mrs Rizvi has been working with the
Manchester Museum to bring this to the school so watch this
space for information about this exciting opportunity.

REMINDER TO PARENTS/CARERS: The Government has
asked all schools to provide a Lateral Flow Test for all

students upon their return to school on January 4th 2022.
If you have not given consent for your child this can be

done by completing the form on the Edulink app.

 Mohama Cho Visit

https://bit.ly/3l3RVuu
https://bit.ly/3xhqtOW


ANTI-DISCRIMINATION GROUPS

SCIENCE 

The Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 anti-discrimination groups have met
once a fortnight over the past half term. Nelly, Claudia, Princess, Eva and
Asha have led the meetings brilliantly. They create their own agenda for
each meeting and have led some very thoughtful and important
discussions on a variety of topics, such as sexism, colourism and
Islamophobia. Iman also ran a special session for Trans Awareness Week
with Year 7. It has been brilliant to see how many of our students are
dedicated to bringing about change.
In the final meetings of the term, Kids of Colour joined the students to
discuss their priorities for the rest of the school year. 
Applications to be a part of these groups were on Teams. If you missed
the deadline but would like to join in January, write a letter to Miss
Morris explaining why you would like to be involved.

This term has seen us continue to provide a rich diet of STEM opportunities to our pupils. More than ever,
development of future scientists and engineers is key to us as a society, and something we are very passionate
about at Cedar Mount.

This half-term also saw our pupils in Years 7, 8, and 9 scientists complete their first CREST awards. CREST
projects are nationally recognised awards aimed at inspiring pupils to think like scientists and engineers. Our
recent Year 7 and 8 projects have been related to designing, testing, and building bath bombs. Pupils tested the
effect of changing concentration and temperature on the effectiveness of the bath bombs and then wrote this
up as a short scientific report, as part of the CREST Discovery and Bronze Awards. The final bath bombs have
then been wrapped and decorated to take home to their families. Our Year 9 scientists have been working on
their Ultimate Pizza Box Project, with the aim of submitting these for the CREST Silver Award. This has involved
pupils having more independent over how they will carry out their projects. This has included pupils
investigating the effects of materials, colours, sizes, and shapes of pizza boxes to design revolutionary future
pizza boxes. 

Ten students in Year 9 have successfully completed the ten-week Foresight Mentoring Programme.
They were assigned a Black mentor from the University of Manchester and either after school in Miss
Morris' classroom or at home they had hour long Zoom sessions which helped with their study skills,

GCSE option advice and how to overcome barriers in order to attend a top quality university in the
future. In February, restrictions allowing, they go on a trip to the university to meet their mentors

and have a tour of the campus. Congratulations to Crespo, Ruth, Naomi, Stephanie, Sinmi, Ibrahim,
Tallia, Emmanuel, Oluchi and Romayne.

YEAR 9 MENTORING PROGRAMME

 BETTER TO BE SAFE THAN SORRY - WINTER SHOW 21

 Unfortunately, the Grinch of Covid cancelled our Winter Show, here's a snapshot of what our incredible students had rehearsed so hard for! 



A huge congratulations to the Year 8 & 9 indoor athletics team who brought home a huge number of medals from this terms Manchester
competition. The list below shows how well our students performed. Well done to everyone who took part.

 GIRLS FOOTBALL

Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 girls have really
enjoyed getting back into competitive matches.
The KS3 team have played 3 rounds of fixtures at
Wright Robinson and have come away with some
excellent results. Most of the girls have never
played for a school team before, so it's been
fantastic to see them working hard in training and
supporting each other on the pitch. The KS4 team
have only played 1 round of fixtures at Whalley
Range but they loved every minute of it. It was
amazing to see some parents turn up to support us
- thanks to Kayleigh and Millie's mums for the
cheering and the bottles of water! Both teams will
resume their fixtures in the new year. Training is
every Wednesday for years 7 and 8 and every
Thursday for years 9 and 10.

 PE

 GHYLL HEAD

Year 11 and Year 7 students visiting Ghyll
head on an outdoor activity residential
with the PE team in November. 29 Year 11
students completed their outdoor
activities practical assessment for their
OCR Cambridge National course.
Students took part in a night walk on
Friday evening, rock climbing, canoeing
and visiting little Langdale and Hodge
close to explore the slate mines in the
area. Year 7 students took the
opportunity to get to know other
students from the school and the year 11
students set an example of how PE
students at Cedar Mount should behave.
A special mention to Yousef Salar who
achieved his best grades on the course
so far, and Arya Hasssan who achieved
the fastest time when rock climbing.



 CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY  CHILDREN IN NEED

A huge well done and thank you to our students
for using Christmas Jumper Day to raise £150
for The Mustard Tree Foundation. In addition to
the money parents' donations of perishable
goods have helped make Christmas hampers for
those families in need over the festive period.   

 MATHS

From Mary Poppins to a very
scary Thanos, everyone made
a massive effort for Children
in Need. A big thanks to
Cruella De Ville, AKA Miss
Watson, for organising the day
and helping raise £1140. 

The Y7 pupils were completing their maths clocks ready to take
home for the Christmas break. This past week, pupils learnt about
analogue time and how to construct a maths themed clock face,
with Mr Hodgson selecting an overall winner for best clock face
with the most thought through calculations. There were 8 finalists
this year, however, Rehan Anser was recognised for creating the
best clock. As well as using complex maths calculations to
represent the numbers around the clock face he also incorporated
some of the Egyption maths number system. Well done Rehan.

 TEA AND TALK

Our Christmas Tea and Talk day in December was bigger and better
than ever! Staff were treated to a supersized buffet and took time to
reconnect and catch up with colleagues from other departments. Big
thanks to Miss Prescott and Miss Cornick, who always pull out the
stops on days like these and prioritise our mental health and well-
being.


